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riting is hard work, and teaching children to write well is very hard work.
Your connnnitment to this challenge is vital to the future success of all the students
you teach, both while they are in school and later, when they become active
members of their communities.

This book provides tools to help you teach writing. It contains information
about written genres and specialized rubrics that emphasize writing strategies.
It also includes a collection of student work with commentaries that explain the
strengths and weaknesses of the examples.

Not all the student writing in this book is at standard. Instead, we have
provided you with samples that are spread out along a continuum of performance,
from work that is exceptional to work that falls considerably below what children
at this grade level should be expected to produce. This continuum will allow you
to identify similar performances from your students and let you see how far
from—or close to—standard they are. The rubrics and commentaries have been
designed to provide a formative assessment to help you plan instruction.

The students whose work is included here were fortunate to have been
taught by dedicated professionals like you, teachers who helped them write with
exuberance and purpose about what they knew, what they thought, and what
they wondered. They are novice writers, to be sure, but their potential is obvious
in their ability to employ writing strategies and techniques to communicate with
their audience.

We can all be guided and inspired by the work that follows.

Lauren B. Resnick
Codirector, New Standards
University of Pittsburgh

Marc S. Tucker
Codirector, New Standards
The National Center on Education and the Economy
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